
Just a Bit Difficult
E\�3(7(5�+$5',1*

7KH�VWUDQJH�WKLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�,�KDG�GRQH�LW�EHIRUH��TXLWH�D�IHZ�WLPHV��
ZHOO��WZLFH�LQ�WKH�XSZDUG�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKULFH�LQ�GHVFHQW��DQG�LQ�P\�
PLQG
V�H\H�LW�VHHPHG�OLNH�RQO\�\HVWHUGD\��%XW�LW�ZDVQ
W�\HVWHUGD\��
QRU�HYHQ�\HVWHU\HDU��LW�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�IRXU�GHFDGHV�DJR��DQG�QRZ�
WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�GR�LW�DJDLQ�
2Q�WKH�ILUVW�RFFDVLRQ��ZLWK�1RUPDQ�+RUVHILHOG�DQG�(UQLH�3KLOOLSV��

ZH�UXVKHG�DW�LW��FODWWHULQJ�XS�LQ�QDLOHG�ERRWV��/DVW�WR�OHDYH�WKH�KXW�
DIWHU�D�JKDVWO\�EUHDNIDVW�RI�HJJ�VRXS��SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�ZDUGHQ�IURP�
RXU� RZQ� LPSRUWHG� SDFNHWV� RI� SRVW�ZDU� GULHG� HJJ� VWLUUHG� LQWR�
OXNHZDUP�ZDWHU��ZH�VHW�RII�LQ�KRW�SXUVXLW�RI�D�PL[HG�FDUDYDQ�RI�
FOLPEHUV�� *XLGHV�ZLWK� WKHLU� FOLHQWV�� H[SHULHQFHG� DPDWHXUV� DQG�
TXLWH�LQFRPSHWHQW�W\URV��ZH��RI�FRXUVH��EHLQJ�RI�WKDW�PLGGOH�JURXS��
2U�PD\EH�QRW��IRU�LQ�WKH�GLPPHU�WKDQ�GLP�OLJKW�EHIRUH�GDZQ�ZH�KDG�
VRRQ� DWWUDFWHG� DQ� DXGLHQFH� RI�QRQ�FRPEDWDQWV� E\� OHDYLQJ� WKH�
VFUHH�SDWK�WRR�HDUO\��7KH�%HOYHGHUH
V�
RUFKHVWUD�VWDOOV
�EX]]HG�ZLWK�
H[FLWHPHQW��RQH�FRXOG�DOPRVW�KHDU�WKH�ZRUG�JR�URXQG���/HV�FUHWLQV�
$QJODLV��,OV�VRQW�DOOHV�DX�)DFH�GH��
(VW���)RUWXQDWHO\��DQ�LPSDWLHQW�
6ZLVV�JXLGH��DOUHDG\�GHOD\HG�E\�KLV�WZR�FOLHQWV�DQG�GUDJJLQJ�WKHP�
DORQJ�OLNH�GRJV�RQ�D�OHDG��JDYH�XV�D�FOXH�WR�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�XS�WKH�
+RHUQOL�ULGJH��VKDGRZLQJ�KLP�IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV�WDXJKW�PH�D�ORW�
DERXW�DOSLQH�URXWH�ILQGLQJ�
7KLV�WLPH�WKRXJK��,�KDG�QR�QHHG�WR�IROORZ�D�JXLGHG�SDUW\��DQG�LQ�

DQ\�FDVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�QRQH�� VR�IDU�DV�,� FRXOG�DVFHUWDLQ��-XVW�RQH�
JURXS�RI�WKUHH�KDG�OHIW�WKH�%HUJKRWHO�%HOYHGHUH�RYHU�DQ�KRXU�EHIRUH�
DQG�HQTXLULHV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW��RI�WKH�GR]HQ�RU�VR�IRON�VWD\LQJ�DW�WKH�
6$&�KXW��RQO\�ILYH�KDG�JRQH�IRU�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ��7KLV�VLJQDOOHG�D�
QRWH�RI�FDXWLRQ��SHUKDSV�,�VKRXOG�OHDYH�LW�IRU�\HW�DQRWKHU�GD\��$IWHU�
DOO��RQ�P\�ZDON�XS�IURP�WKH�6FKZDU]VHH�WKDW�SUHYLRXV�DIWHUQRRQ��
,�KDG�VHHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�D�IDLU�ELW�RI�VQRZ�RQ�WKH�(�IDFH�DOWKRXJK�WKH�
+RHUQOL�URXWH�LWVHOI�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�UHDVRQDEO\�FOHDU�DOPRVW�DV�IDU�
DV�WKH�6KRXOGHU�� 1RZ�� LQGHFLVLRQ�ORVW�PH�D�JRRG�KRXU��KDQJLQJ�
DURXQG�LQ�WKH�GDUN�JUH\�PLVW�RI�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ��SOXFNLQJ�XS�FRXUDJH�
WR�JR�IRU�LW��$W�OHDVW�E\�WKHQ��WKH�PRUQLQJ�ZDV�D�PXFK�SDOHU�VKDGH�
RI�JUH\�DQG�IURP�WKH�VFUHH�SDWK�WKLV�WLPH�WKH�GHYLRXV�URXWH�ZDV�
REYLRXV���PDGH�VR�E\�D�IL[HG�URSH��,W�ZDV�RYHU�IRUW\�\HDUV�VLQFH�,�KDG�
ODVW� UHDFKHG� WKLV� SRLQW� DQG� ,� ZRQGHUHG� LI� VXFK� 
FRUGHV
� QRZ�
FRQWLQXHG�ULJKW�WR�WKH�VXPPLW��:KDWHYHU�ZHUH�WKLQJV�FRPLQJ�WR"
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As WKH�PLQG
V�JUH\LQJ�JUH\�PDWWHU� VHHSHG� WKURXJK�PLOGHZHG�

PHPRU\�EDQNV�,� UHFDOOHG�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�,� KDG�KDG�WKRXJKWV�RI�UH��
DVFHQGLQJ�WKH�ROG�&HUYLQ��,W�ZDV�H[DFWO\�D�GR]HQ�\HDUV�HDUOLHU��DOVR�
LQ�HDUO\�-XO\��7KH�ZHDWKHU�KDG�EHHQ�ZLFNHG��ZLWK�QHZ�VQRZ�ULJKW�
GRZQ�WR�EHORZ�WKH�6FKZDU]VHH��VR�,�SURPSWO\�IOHG�IURP�=HUPDWW�WR�
'DYRV�DQG�LWV�OHVVHU�SHDNV��EXW�HYHQ�WKHVH�ZHUH�EODQNHWHG�LQ�ZKLWH�
$IWHU�WKDW�ILUVW�IL[HG�URSH��WKH�ZD\�DKHDG�ZDV�IUHH�RI�IXUWKHU�DLG��

DQG� WKH� ULVLQJ� WUDYHUVH� DFURVV� VFUHH� VWUHZQ� VODEV� EHORZ� WKRVH�
ORZHU�� GDXQWLQJ�UDPSDUWV� RI�WKH�+RHPOL� ULGJH� LWVHOI�ZHQW�TXLWH�
TXLFNO\�XQWLO�WKH�QDUURZ�QHFN�RI�D�JXOO\�IXQQHOOHG�RXW�DERYH�WR�IRUP�
WKH*UHDW�&RXORLU��$Q�DZH�LQVSLULQJ�SODFH��LW�EURXJKW�EDFN�PHPRULHV�
2Q� FRPSOHWLQJ� RXU� ILUVW� DVFHQW�� DIWHU� D� VORZ� GHVFHQW� WR� WKH�

6KRXOGHU�ZH� KDG� VNLWWHUHG� GRZQ� LQ� GRXEOH� TXLFN� WLPH�� (UQLH�
OHDGLQJ� ZLWK� 1RUPDQ� DQG� PH� DFWLQJ� DV� EUDNH� PHQ�� IRU� KLV�
FKHULVKHG�0NO�/DZULH
V�ZHUH�ILWWHG�ZLWK�
0RQW�%ODQF
�KHHO�SODWHV��
GHVLJQHG�IRU�GHVFHQGLQJ�LF\�VORSHV��ZKLOVW�RXU�ERRWV�KDG�VLPSOH�
VRIW�LURQ�FOLQNHUV�LQ�WKHLU�KHHOV��$W�OHDVW�WKHVH�SURYLGHG�VRPH�JULS�
RQ�WKH�KDUG�VODEE\�URFN�ZKHUHDV�RXU�IURQW�PDQ�FRXOG�KDUGO\�KDYH�
EHHQ�ZRUVH� RII�LQ� UROOHU� VNDWHV�� /RZHU� GRZQ�ZH� JRW� LQYROYHG� LQ�
KHOSLQJ� WZR� FOLPEHUV� ZKR� KDG� IROORZHG� WKH� +RHPOL� ULGJH� WRR�
ULJRURXVO\�DQG�JRW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�ERWKHU��6HQGLQJ�WKHP�DKHDG�RI�
XV��ZH�VRRQ�IRXQG�WKHLU�URXWH�ILQGLQJ�ZDV�KRSHOHVV�DQG�VLJQDOOHG�
WKHP�WR�IROORZ�� &URVVLQJ�WKH�QRWRULRXV�FRXORLU�� WR�ZKLFK�ZH�SDLG�
VFDQW�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DVFHQW��,�ORRNHG�XS�DW�LW�DQG�WKRXJKW��7KHUH�
KDVQ
W�EHHQ�D�VWRQHIDOO�GRZQ�KHUH�VLQFH�(G�:K\PSHU�ZDV�D�ODG�
�
7KHQ�,�PRYHG�RQ��%DUHO\����IHHW�EHKLQG��RXU�OHDGLQJ�UHVFXHH�ZDV�
ULJKW�LQ�WKH�IXQQHOOLQJ�JXOO\�RI�WKH�FRXORLU�ZKHQ�,�KHDUG�KLV�FU\�DQG�
WKH�UDWWOH�RI�IDOOLQJ�VWRQHV��/RRNLQJ�URXQG��,� VDZ�KLP��KROGLQJ�RQ�
ZLWK� RQH� KDQG� DQG� WKH� RWKHU� DUP� SURWHFWLQJ� KLV� KHDG�� EHLQJ�
ERPEDUGHG�E\�D�VKRZHU�RI�URFNV�� )RUWXQDWHO\�LW�ZDV�RQO\�VPDOO�
VWXII�DQG�DOWKRXJK�EDWWHUHG�DQG�EDGO\�VKDNHQ�KH�ZDV�QRW�GLVORGJHG�
IURP�KLV�IRRWLQJ�� +LV�KRUULILHG�FRPSDQLRQ�ZDV� LQ�QR�SRVLWLRQ�WR�
KDYH�KHOG�KLP�KDG�KH�IDOOHQ��2QH�OLYHV�DQG�OHDUQV��RU�HOVH�RQH�PD\�
QRW�OLYH�VR�ORQJ��
$ORQH�QRZ��RQ�WKH�HQGOHVV�VODEV�EH\RQG�WKDW�*UHDW�&RXORLU�� LW�

ZDV�DV�VLOHQW�DV�WKH�JUDYH�DQG�YLVLELOLW\�ZDV�QHLWKHU�JRRG�QRU�EDG�
DV�PLVW� VWLOO� VKURXGHG� WKH�PRXQWDLQ�� 7KH� LQWHQVH� VLOHQFH�ZDV�
VWUDQJH�IRU�RQ�P\�SUHYLRXV�DVFHQWV�DQG�GHVFHQWV�WKHUH�KDG�DOZD\V�
EHHQ�D�FRQWLQXRXV�UDWWOH�RI�VPDOO�VWRQHV�ERXQGLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�(�IDFH��
ZLWK�DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�ODUJH�OXPS�IDOOLQJ�WR�OLYHQ�XS�SURFHHGLQJV��1RZ�
SHUKDSV�WKDW�LF\�VQRZ�FRYHULQJ��KLJKHU�XS��ZDV�NHHSLQJ�WKLQJV�LQ
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SODFH�� (YHQ�VWUDQJHU�ZHUH� VRPH�WLQ\�� UHG�� UHIOHFWLYH�PDUNHUV�HQ�
URXWH�ZKLFK�,� FRXOG�RQO\�WKLQN�KDG�EHHQ�SODFHG�DW�FHUWDLQ�SRLQWV�
DV�
JXLGHV
�IRU�WKH�JXLGHV��WR�HQDEOH�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�EH�VHHQ�LQ�EDG�
OLJKW�RU�GDUNQHVV��0D\EH�� LI�DQG�ZKHQ�,� JR�DJDLQ�� WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�
EHHQ�VXSHUVHGHG�E\�EOHHSHUV�RU�IODVKLQJ�OLJKWV��IRU�PDNLQJ�D�OLYLQJ�
RXW�RI�WKH�PRVW�IDPRXV�SHDN�LQ�WKH�$OSV�PXVW�EH�DNLQ�WR�UXQQLQJ�
D�/DV�9HJDV�JDPEOLQJ�VDORRQ���RSHUDWLRQ�KDV�WR�EH�SRVVLEOH�RQ�HDFK�
DQG�HYHU\�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�FURZGV�RI�WRXULVWV�DUULYH��LI�RQH�KRSHV�WR�
PDNH�D�IRUWXQH�

1R�UHDO�FOLPELQJ�SUREOHP�DUULYHG�XQWLO��ZRUNLQJ�EDFN�WRZDUGV�
WKH�ULGJH�� ,� FDPH�WR�WKRVH�VWHHS�SLWFKHV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKH�6ROYD\�
5HIXJH��WKH�8QWHUH�0RVHOH\�3ODWWH�VHFWLRQ�ZLWK�LWV�FUXFLDO��FUDFNHG�
FRUQHU��7KLV�KDG�D�OHQJWK�RI�URSH�KDQJLQJ�GRZQ�ZKLFK�UHGXFHG�LWV�
GLIILFXOW\�WR�OHVV�WKDQ�GLIILFXOW��,�SRQGHUHG�ZKHWKHU�WKDW�
FRUGH
�ZDV�
RIILFLDO��RU�KDG�EHHQ�OHIW�E\�VRPH�DPDWHXU�DVFHQVLRQLVWV�ZKR�ZHUH�
QRW�VR�FRQILGHQW�DERXW�FOLPELQJ�GRZQ��,W�PLJKW�FRPH�LQ�XVHIXO�RQ�
P\�RZQ�GHVFHQW��1HDU�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�FUDFN�WKHUH�ZDV�D�
IULHQG
�ZKLFK�
PXVW�KDYH�
ZDONHG
�WRR�IDU�LQ��EXW�,�ZDV�LQ�QR�PRRG�RU�SRVLWLRQ�WR�
WU\� DQG� HIIHFW� LWV� UHVFXH�� 2I� FRXUVH�� RQH� QHYHU� NQRZV� WKH�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�SLHFHV� RI�FOLPELQJ�
JHDU��EXW�RQ�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ��LW�LV�QRW�GLIILFXOW�WR�LPDJLQH�D�VFHQDULR�
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�URFN�UDSLGO\�EHFRPHV�FRDWHG�ZLWK�YHUJODV���PDNLQJ�LW�
YLUWXDOO\�LPSRVVLEOH�WR� FOLPE��7KHQ�� WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�JHW�GRZQ�D�
QRUPDOO\�PRGHUDWH�SLWFK�PLJKW�ZHOO�GHPDQG�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�RQH
V�
EHVW�SURWHFWLRQ�HTXLSPHQW��+RZHYHU��,�FRXOG�QRW�KHOS�EXW�IHHO�WKDW�
LI�,� FRXOG�DIIRUG�WR�WDNH�DQG�OHDYH�VXFK�H[SHQVLYH�JHDU�RQ�D�URXWH�
OLNH�WKH�+RHUQOL�LW�PLJKW�EH�EHWWHU�WR�KLUH�WKH�VHUYLFHV�RI�D�JXLGH�WR�
JHW�PH�XS�DQG�GRZQ�VDIHO\�� �$�YLHZ�ZKLFK�,�ODWHU�FKDQJHG�P\�PLQG�
DERXW��RQ�ILQGLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FXUUHQW�=HUPDWW�JXLGHV
�IHH�IRU�VR�GRLQJ�
LV� 6)������� DOPRVW�������� DW� FXUUHQW� UDWHV� RI�H[FKDQJH��� 6XFK�
WKRXJKW�FDXVHG�P\�PHPRU\�FRJV� WR� WXUQ�DJDLQ�� UHFDOOLQJ�WKRVH�
GD\V�ZKHQ�WKLV�ROG�FHQWXU\�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�LWV�PLGGOH�DJH�DQG�D�VHFRQG�
WULS�WR�WKH�+RHUQOL�ZDV�PDGH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HDUQ�D�OLWWOH�H[WUD�FDVK��
8QGHUFXWWLQJ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�IHH�RI�6)�������,�IUHHODQFH�JXLGHG�DQ�
(QJOLVK� VSHDNLQJ� 'XWFKPDQ� DQG� KLV� VRQ� XS� DQG� GRZQ� WKH�
0DWWHUKRUQ�IRU�WKH�SULQFHO\�VXP�RI��������WKHQ�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�DERXW�
6)��������7KDW�HQDEOHG�PH�WR�EX\�D�QLFH�SDLU�RI�7ULFRXP��QDLOHG�
ERRWV��ZLWK�HQRXJK�OHIW�RYHU�WR�VSODVK�RXW�RQ�D�JRRG�QRVK�XS�DW�WKH�
:DOOLVHUKRI�
7KLV�WLPH��ZLWK�QR�RQH�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�RWKHU�WKDQ�P\VHOI��SDFH�

ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�XQLPSRUWDQW�� WKH�6ROYD\�+XW�ZDV�UHDFKHG�LQ�MXVW
��
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XQGHU��K�IURP�WKH�%HOYHGHUH��7KH�PRXQWDLQ�ZDV�VWLOO�VKURXGHG�,Q�
PLVW�DQG�,W�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�TXLWH�FROG��:KDW�KDGQ
W�EHHQ�HYLGHQW�ZDV�
D�QDVW\�EUHH]H�EORZLQJ�IURP�WKH�1���LW�ZDV�RQO\�ZKHQ�WKH�ULGJH�LWVHOI�
ZDV� JDLQHG� WKDW� WKLV� PDGH� LWV� SUHVHQFH� IHOW�� 7KH� ODWH� :�2��
0RVHOH\
V� HSRQ\PRXV� VODE��MXVW�DERYH� WKH� UHIXJH�� ZDV� GU\�EXW�
H[WUHPHO\�SROLVKHG�DQG��LQ�FOHDWHG�UXEEHU�VROHG�ERRWV��SURYHG�WR�EH�
D�ORW�OHVV�HDV\�WR�IDOO�RII�WKDQ�LW�RQFH�ZDV�LQ�QDLOV���,
P�VXUH�LI:LOOLDP�
2[QDUG� -U�� KDG� EHHQ�ZDWFKLQJ�� DQG� UHDGLQJ�P\� WKRXJKWV�� KH�
ZRXOG�KDYH�VDLG�\HDK
�WR�WKDW����
�
$ERYH�ZHUH�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�DLGV��SHJV��QXWV��ROG�URSH�DQG�HYHQ�D�

FKDLQ��VR�,�ZDV�VRRQ�RQWR�VWHHS�VQRZ�OHDGLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�6KRXOGHU��
+HUH�FDPH�WKH�VRXQG�RI�YRLFHV�VR��ZLWK�LFH�D[H�QRZ�XQKRRNHG�IURP�
LWV� VDFN� ORRSV� DQG�ZHOO� GULYHQ� LQWR� JRRG� ILUP� VQRZ�� ,� ZDLWHG��
*RUHWH[HG�DQG�JDLWHUHG��LQ�KHOPHWV�DQG�KDUQHVVHV��FUDPSRQV��LFH�
D[HV�DQG�LFH�WRROV�VWUDSSHG�WR�WKHLU�VDFNV��WKH\�ZHUH�GHVFHQGLQJ�
YHU\�FDUHIXOO\��URSHG�WRJHWKHU��0D\EH�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�XS�WKH�1RUWK�
)DFH��7KH\�UHJDUGHG�PH�ZLWK�DVWRXQGHG�LQFUHGXOLW\���VKRFN�HYHQ��
,�VXSSRVH�WKDW�DQ�LQFRQJUXRXV�ORRNLQJ�SHUVRQ��MXVW�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�
DORQH��LQ�DEDWWHUHG�ROG�KDW�DQG�FRUGXUR\�EUHHFKHV��LV�WKH�ODVW�WKLQJ�
RQH�H[SHFWV�WR�PHHW�ZKHQ�FRPLQJ�GRZQ�RII�RQH
V�FKRVHQ�SHDN�LQ�
DOO�WKH�EHVW�JHDU��6HHLQJ�WKLV�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�WDFNOH�PDGH�PH�IHHO�D�
ELW�RI�DQ� LGLRW�� VR� ,� JDYH� WKHP�D� IULHQGO\�JULQ� DQG� D��*UXH]L� ���
�VXVSHFWLQJ�WKH\�ZHUH�6ZLVV�RU�*HUPDQ���7KH\�HDFK�JDYH�D�FXULRXV�
VPLOH�LQ�UHSO\��$V�WKH\�ZHQW�RQ�GRZQ��RQH�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�WKH�
RWKHU�ZKLFK� VRXQGHG� WR� HQG�ZLWK� ����� DOWHU� +DOEVWDUNHU��� $QG�
XQOHVV� ,� ZDV�PLVWDNHQ�WKLV�WUDQVODWHG�URXJKO\�LQWR� 
���� ROG�KDOI��
VWUXQJ
��,�JRW�WKH�GULIW��%XW�����P�XS�RQ�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ�LV�QR�SODFH�
IRU�DQ\�2+6�WR�VWDQG�DERXW�VR�,�SUHVVHG�RQ�WR�UHDFK�WKH�6KRXOGHU��
7KHUH��LQ�WKH�VQRZ\�OHH�RI�D�ODUJH�URFN�,�WRRN�DQRWKHU�UHVW�DQG�KDG�
DQRWKHU�WKRXJKW��
0L[HG�FOLPELQJ�ZLWKRXW�FUDPSRQV�LV�QRW�QHDUO\�
DV�PXFK�IXQ�DV�LW�XVHG�WR�EH�EHIRUH�9LEUDPV��
�%XW�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�
D�PXFK�PRUH�SUHVVLQJ�SUREOHP�ZDV�QHHGHG�� WKDW�*HUPDQ�FKDS�
KDG�EHHQ� GHDG� ULJKW�ZLWK� KLV� 
KDOI�VWUXQJ
� FRPPHQW�� IRU� ,� KDG�
IRUJRWWHQ�WR�EULQJ�DQ\�VRGGLQJ�JORYHV�RU�PLWWHQV��+RZHYHU��D�TXLFN�
GHOYH�LQWR�WKH�UXFNVDFN�SURGXFHG�D�VSDUH�SDLU�RI�VRFNV�DQG�WKHQ�
D�FRXSOH�RI�VQLSV�ZLWK�D�6ZLVV�$UP\�SHQNQLIH�HIIHFWLYHO\�VDYHG�WKH�
GD\��,�NQHZ�WKDW�IXQQ\�WKLQJ�ZLWK�D�KLQJHG�EODGH�RQ�LW�PXVW�KDYH�
D�XVH��
7KH�6KRXOGHU�LWVHOI�ZDV�GHILQLWHO\�QRW�D�
3HX�'LIILFLOH
��SHUKDSV

�
�$PHULFDQ�GRFWRU�:LOOLDP�2��0RVHOH\�VOLSSHG�DQG�IHOO�WR�KLV�GHDWK�LQ������
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EHWWHU�FODVVLILHG�DV�D�3+��
3UHWW\�+RUULILF
���EXW�PRUH�GXH�WR�D�FROG�
1�ZLQG�WKDQ�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�VQRZ��*ODG�WR�UHDFK�WKH�ILQDO�VHULHV�RI�
NQRWWHG�
FRUGHV
�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKH�5RRI��,�GHFLGHG�WR�WDFNOH�WKHP�LQ�
'RORPLWH�
9LD�)HUUDWD
�IDVKLRQ��LFH�D[H�EDFN�RQ�WKH�VDFN�DQG�D�VKRUW�
OHQJWK�RI�.HUQPDQWHO�EURXJKW�LQWR�SOD\�� SURWHFWLQJ�SURJUHVV�E\�
PHDQV�RI�VOLQJV� �� NDUDELQHUV�DQG�P\�PRGLILHG�6WLFKW�SODWH��7KLV�
ZDV�WHGLRXV�EXW�WKRVH�
FRUGHV
�ZHUH�UDWKHU�XQVDWLVI\LQJ�WR�JUDVS��
HVSHFLDOO\�E\�KDQGV�FODG�LQ�VRFN�PLWWV��1HDU�WKH�ILQDO�VHFWLRQ�WKHUH�
ZHUH�YRLFHV�DJDLQ��VR�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�VHFXUH�P\VHOI�WR�D�PHWDO�IL[LQJ�
DQG�ZDLW��7KLV�WLPH�D�SDUW\�RI�WKUHH�FOLPEHUV�ZDV�FRPLQJ�GRZQ��
%HLQJ�YHU\�QHDU�WR�WKH�VSRW�ZKHUH�WKDW�GUHDGIXO�DFFLGHQW�RFFXUUHG�
LQ�������DQG�VLQFH�P\�DSSDUHO�ZDV�PLVFRQVWUXHG�DV�GDWLQJ�IURP�
WKDW�
*ROGHQ�$JH
��WKH�OHDGLQJ�FOLPEHU�ORRNHG�DW�PH�DV�LI�KH
G�VHHQ�
D�JKRVW��+LV�VWDUWOHG�H[FODPDWLRQ�VXJJHVWHG�WKH\�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�
,WDOLDQV�VR�,�JDYH�D�FKHHUIXO��%XRQ�*LRUQR���7KH�WKUHH�PHQ�FDPH�
E\�TXLFNO\�� WKH�SUR[LPLW\�RI�WKHLU�PRYLQJ� ���SRLQW�FUDPSRQV�VR�
FORVH�WR�P\�VRFN�PLWWHQHG�KDQGV�JLYLQJ�\HW�PRUH�IRRG�IRU�WKRXJKW��

$K��\HV���VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�,�FRXOG�KDYH�EURXJKW
��+RZHYHU��VR�PXFK�
VQRZ�KDG�QRW�UHDOO\�EHHQ�DQWLFLSDWHG��LI�LW�KDG�� ,�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�
EHHQ�WKHUH��7KDW�SHUPDQHQW�VQRZ�VORSH��RQ�WKH�5RRI�DERYH��ZDV�P\�
VROH�UHDVRQ�IRU�EULQJLQJ�DQ�LFH�D[H��P\�ZLIH
V���FP�ZDONHU
V�MRE��
6XFK�PXVLQJ�VWLUUHG�XS�PHPRULHV�RI�WKDW�ILUVW�RXWLQJ�DJDLQ��

ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�KDG�VXJJHVWHG�WR�1RUPDQ�DQG�(UQLH�WKDW�DOO�RXU�
D[HV�DQG�UXFNVDFNV�VKRXOG�EH�OHIW�LQ�WKH�6ROYD\�+XW��WKXV�HQDEOLQJ�
XV�WR� URPS�XS�WKH�IL[HG� URSHV�UDSLGO\�� DJDLQVW�D�VWHDG\�IORZ�RI�
GRZQZDUG� VZLQJLQJ�KXPDQLW\��7KH� VXFFHVV�RI�WKLV�LGHD�FOHDUO\�
VKRZHG�LW�WR�EH�WKDW�RI�D�JUHDW�PRXQWDLQHHU�LQ�WKH�PDNLQJ��2U�ZDV�
LW"�)RU�LW�WKHQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�DOO�WKUHH�RI�XV�FUDZOLQJ�XS�WKDW�VQRZ�RQ�
WKH� 5RRI� LQ� IHDU� DQG� WUHSLGDWLRQ� ZLWK� QR� PHDQV� RI� VHFXULW\�
ZKDWVRHYHU�DQG�WKH�WKLQ�DOSLQH�OLQH�FRQQHFWLQJ�XV�DW�OHDVW�VWURQJ�
HQRXJK�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�LI�RQH�RI�XV�IHOO�ZH�DOO�ZRXOG�� �6R�PXFK�IRU�
WKH�QRWLRQV�RI�JUHDW�PRXQWDLQHHUV�WR�EH���$QG�� DV�LI�WKDW�LQ�LWVHOI�
ZHUH� QRW� QHUYH� UDFNLQJ� HQRXJK�� VRPH� GDPQHG� <DQNHH� FDPH�
VOLWKHULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VORSH�RQ�KLV�EDFN�WR�JUDE�PH�URXQG�WKH�OHJV��
JLEEHULQJ�OLNH�DQ�LGLRW���2K�P\�&DUG��2K�P\�&DUG���)RUWXQDWHO\�KH�
ZDV�KHOG�RQ�D�VWRXWURSHE\�KLV�JXLGH�DERYH��,�UHVSRQGHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�
ZLWK�D�VKULOO��-HVXV�&KULVW���� IRU�LW�VHHPHG�ZH�PLJKW�ZHOO� RXWGR�
WKRVH�XQIRUWXQDWH�ILUVW�DVFHQVLRQLVWV��ZLWK�ILYH�RI�XV�VFRULQJ�KLWV�
RQ�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ�*ODFLHU�EHORZ��7KH�JXLGH�� UHDOLVLQJ�,�PXVW�EH�
(QJOLVK�IURP�WKDW�EODVSKHPRXV�FU\�� VKRXWHG���.HHN
LP��0
VLHXU��
.HHN
LP���:KHUHXSRQ�WKH�WHUULILHG�$PHULFDQ�WRXULVW�OHW�JR�P\�OHJV
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JUST A BIT DIFFICULT
DQG�VOLWKHUHG�RQ�GRZQ�WKH�VORSH��ZLWK�KLV�JXLGH�FRQILGHQWO\�KROGLQJ�
KLP�RQ�WKH�URSH�ZKLOH�GHVFHQGLQJ�KLPVHOI�MXVW�OLNH�KH�ZDV�FRPLQJ�
GRZQVWDLUV��� QR�VZHDW��EHHQ�WKHUH��GRQH�WKDW�EHIRUH�
1RZ�DW�WKDW�YHU\�VDPH�VSRW��WKH�VQRZ�VORSH�ZDV�YHU\�PXFK�OHVV�

VWHSSHG�WKDQ�,� KDG�HYHU�VHHQ�LW�SUHYLRXVO\�EXW��FRPIRUWHG�E\�P\�
ZLIH
V�ORQJLVK�D[H��,�NLFNHG�HDVLO\�XS�WR�WKH�VXPPLW��6WLOO�LQ�FORXG��
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�YLHZ��WKH�,WDOLDQ�FUHVW�EHLQJ�LQYLVLEOH�DQG�WKH�ODWWLFHG�
FURVV� RI�PHWDO� LQEHWZHHQ� RQO\�MXVW� GLVFHUQLEOH�� 7KH� ZLQG� ZDV�
ELWWHUO\�FROG�VR�,� GLG�QRW�OLQJHU��WXUQLQJ�VRRQ�WR�VWDUW�P\�GHVFHQW��
,� KDGQ
W�UHDOO\�FRPH�IRU�WKH�YLHZ�� ,W�ZDV�RQO\� �� ODP��� WRR�HDUO\�IRU�
OXQFK�
%DFN�DW�WKH�IL[HG�
FRUGHV
��WKHLU�VWHHO�IL[LQJV�ZHUH�XVHG�WR�PDNH�

D�VHULHV�RI�VKRUW�DEVHLOV��7KHQ��DIWHU�WUDYHUVLQJ�WKH�VQRZ�FUHVWHG�
6KRXOGHU��PRUH�DEVHLOLQJ�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�SLWFKHV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�2EHUH�
0RVHOH\�3ODWWH�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH� VQRZ�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�
LQIDPRXV�VODE�LWVHOI�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�MXVW�D�WULIOH�PRUH�WULFN\�LQ�
GHVFHQW�� 5HOLHYHG� RQ� UHDFKLQJ�WKH� 6ROYD\�� DQG� LQ� LWV� VKHOWHU�� ,�
ZROIHG�GRZQ�D�ODUJH�KDP�UROO��JX]]OHG�D�KDOI�OLWUH�FDUWRQ�RI�DSIHOVDIW��
WKHQ�ODXJKHG��$Q\�EULOOLDQW�PRXQWDLQHHU�WKDW�ZDV�ZRXOG�REYLRXVO\�
KDYH�OHIW�KLV�IRRG�DQG�GULQN�LQ�WKH�KXW�LQVWHDG�RI�WDNLQJ�LW�DOO�WKH�
ZD\�XS�RQO\�WR�EULQJ�LW�GRZQ�DJDLQ��,�ODXJKHG�DJDLQ��7KHQ�WKRXJKWV�
ZDQGHUHG�RQ���WR�P\�WKLUG�WLPH�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��ZLWK�'HQQLV�.D\H�
LQ�
����ZKHQ�ZH�KDG�WDNHQ�D�UHVW�DW�WKH�6ROYD\�RQ�RXU�GHVFHQW�DIWHU�
HQMR\LQJ�WKH�GHOLJKWV�RI�WKH�=
PXWW�ULGJH��GHVSLWH�LWV�URWWHQ�
WHHWK
�
DQG�WKDW�DZHVRPH�OHIW�ZDOO�RI�3HQKDOO
V�FRXORLU�� %XW�QRZ�LW�ZDV�
DOPRVW�RQH�R
FORFN�DQG�,� KDG�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�VLQFH�EHIRUH�
�DP� QRW� QHDUO\� XS� WR� VWDQGDUG� IRU� WKH� SDFH� RI� D� PRGHUQ�
5XFNVDFNHU��+RZHYHU�� QRZKHUH�KDG�WKHUH�EHHQ�DQ\�UXQQLQJ�QRU�
HYHQ�D�ELW�RI�MRJJLQJ��HLWKHU�JRLQJ�XS�RU�FRPLQJ�GRZQ��DOZD\V�WKDW�
VORZ� PHWKRGLFDO� PRYHPHQW� RI� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� URFN� FOLPEHU��
&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�WDNLQJ�DFFRXQW�RI�DJH��WKH�PRXQWDLQ
V�
RI�FRXUVH���P\�VROR�H[SHGLWLRQ�KDG�JRQH�ZHOO�VR�IDU��EXW�WKHUH�ZDV�
VWLOO�VRPH�ZD\�WR�JR�
$IWHU� 
DEELQJ
� GRZQ� WKH� FUDFNHG� JURRYH� EHORZ� WKH� 6ROYD\��

UHVLVWLQJ�DQ\�WHPSWDWLRQ�WR�DFTXLUH�D�
)ULHQG
��WKRVH�HQGOHVV�VODEV�
IODQNLQJ�WKH�(� IDFH�ZHUH�D�GRGGOH�WR�GHVFHQG� LQ�9LEUDPV�� �7KDW�
LURQ�KDUG� ZRUN� RI� WKH� 3HQQLQH� $OSV� XVHG� WR� EH� D� EXJJHU� LQ�
KDUGHQHG�VWHHO�QDLOV���2QO\�ZKHQ�FRPLQJ�WR�D�ZDWHU�VWUHDNHG�SDWFK�
ZDV�LW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�H[HUFLVH�FDUH�LQ�RQH
V�IRRW�SODFHPHQW��6RPHZKDW�
WLUHG�QRZ�WKRXJK��,�ZDV�VWULGLQJ�LQ�D�UDWKHU�UHOD[HG�IDVKLRQ�ZKHQ�
WKHUH�ZDV�D�VXGGHQ�FUDVK��EDQJ�DQG�UDWWOH��,�NQHZ�LW�KDG�EHHQ�WRR
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TXLHW�ZLWKRXW�WKDW�EDFNJURXQG�UK\WKP�PXVLF�RI�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ
V�
UROOLQJ�VWRQHV��1RZ��WKH�QRLVH�RI�D�ELJ
XQ�GURSSLQJ�IURP�WKH�(�IDFH
V�
SUHFLSLWRXV�JDEOH�HQG�WR�VPDVK�RQWR�WKH�JHQWO\�DQJOHG�VODEV�EHORZ�
DQG�EXUVW� LQWR� D�P\ULDG� IUDJPHQWV� VKRRN�PH� RXW� RI�P\� QHDU�
VRPQDPEXODQW�VWDWH�

,� UHPHPEHUHG� WKH� WULS�ZLWK� WKH�'XWFK� SDLU�� LQ�P\�GD\�DV� D�
IUHHODQFH�JXLGH��D�ODUJH�URFN�IHOO�WKHQ��GXULQJ�RXU�GHVFHQW��,W�PXVW�
KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�JDUGHQ�VKHG�EHIRUH�KLWWLQJ�WKRVH�VODEV�ZLWK�
D� WUHPHQGRXV� FUDVK�� VFDWWHULQJ� LWV� GHEULV� IDU� DQG�ZLGH�� VPDOO�
SLHFHV�ZKL]]LQJ�XQFRPIRUWDEO\�FORVH�WR�XV��0\�ZHDU\�FOLHQWV�ZHUH�
DOPRVW� VKHOO�VKRFNHG� DQG� FURXFKHG� OLNH� VWRQH� VWDWXHV� ORRNLQJ�
IHDUIXOO\�XSZDUGV��WKLQNLQJ�WKH�ZKROH�PRXQWDLQ�ZDV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�
FROODSVH�� ,W� ZDV� VRPH� WLPH� EHIRUH� ,� JRW� WKHP� VWDUWHG� RQ� WKH�
UHPDLQGHU�RI�RXU�GHVFHQW�
%DFN�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��LW�VHHPHG�WR�WDNH�DJHV�WR�UHDFK�WKH�*UHDW�

&RXORLU��EXW�RQFH�DFURVV�LWV�QDUURZ�QHFN�WKH�%HOYHGHUH�DUULYHG�LQ�
QR�WLPH��7KHQ�WKH�WLPH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�DIWHU��SP�VR�� UHOD[LQJ�ZLWK�D�
GULQN��,�WRRN�D�ORQJ�UHVW��ORRNLQJ�EDFN�GHOLJKWHGO\�DW�P\�WULS�XS�DQG�
GRZQ�WKH�ROG�&HUYLQ�RQFH�DJDLQ��%HIRUH�OHDYLQJ�IRU�WKH�6FKZDU]VHH��
WKH�FORXG�ZKLFK�KDG�KLGGHQ�P\�PRXQWDLQ�DOO�GD\�ORQJ�VKRZHG�WKH�
ILUVW�VLJQV�RI�EUHDNLQJ�DQG�WKH�QH[W�SDUW�RI�P\�GHVFHQW�EHFDPH�ZHOO�
ILOOHG�ZLWK�YLHZV�DQG�SKRWRJUDSKV�

'RZQ�DW�WKH�FDEOH�FDU�VWDWLRQ�WKHUH�ZDV�WURXEOH��7KH�DWWHQGDQW�
ZDYHG�D�KDQG�DW�WKH�VWDWLRQDU\�FDUV�WKHQ�SRLQWHG� WR�KLV�ZDWFK��
�'UHLVVLJ�0LQXWHQ��6LU��VHXOHPHQW�XQH�GHPL�KHXUH��D�OHHWOH�GLIILFLOH��
0
VOHXU����7KH�Swiss do try and cater for everyone!) So, I thought 
,�PLJKW�ILQLVK�P\�GD\�ZLWK�D�SKRWRJUDSK�RI�WKH�WLQ\�FKDSHO�DW�WKH�
HGJH�RI�WKH�6FKZDU]VHH�� WKHQ�DPEOH�RQ�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ORZHU�FDEOH�
VWDWLRQ�DW�)XUUL��KDUGO\�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�DQ�KRXU��,�GLGQ
W�WDNH�WKDW�
SKRWR�EXW�,� GLG�FRQWLQXH�GRZQ�WKH�SDWK��$IWHU�LW�KDG�WXUQHG�:��
DOPRVW�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�0DWWHUKRUQ
V�1RUWK�)DFH��WKH�WUXWK�GDZQHG��
LW�ZDV� WKH� RQH�ZKLFK�ZHQW�YLD� 2EHU� 6WDIIHODOS��:KHQ� DW�ODVW� ,�
UHDFKHG�P\�JDUQL�KRWHO�� LQ�GRZQWRZQ�=HUPDWW�� LW�ZDV�ORQJ�JRQH�
�SP�� ,�ZDV�YHU\�WLUHG�EXW�KDSS\�� ,W�KDG�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�DOSLQH�GD\��
PRUH�WKDQ����KRXUV�ZKLFK�,�ZRXOGQ
W�KDYH�PLVVHG�IRU�DOO�WKH�JROG�
FORFNV�LQ�&KLQD��1RUPDOO\�WKDW�ROG�+RHUQOL�URXWH�FDQ�EH�ERULQJ��RU�
DV�EXV\�DV�%ODFNSRRO�RQ�%DQN�+ROLGD\V�ZLWK�PRUH�REMHFWLYH�GDQJHU�
WKDQ�D� VRFFHU�PDWFK�� $QG� LW�PD\�RQO\�EH� D� 3'�� EXW�WKHUH� DUH�
RFFDVLRQV�ZKHQ�QRW�WR�HQMR\�LW�ZRXOG�EH�MXVW�D�ELW�GLIILFXOW�
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